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S I LV E R  OA K  AC A D E M Y
Dedicated to improving the lives of youth, families and communities. 



About Us

The Silver Oak Program

Situated on a sprawling 75-acre campus, Silver Oak Academy (SOA) offers young men a normalized high school 

experience through its community-college ambiance and expansive athletic fields. SOA serves at-risk young men 

aged 13-19 who display delinquent behaviors and who have histories of abuse, neglect, or trauma. Silver Oak en-

courages its students to participate in daily programming focused on education, vocational training, health and 

wellness, community and family engagement and clinical treatment services. 

For over 35 years, Rite of Passage has incorporated best-practices, research and evidence-based methodologies 

to develop its Integrated Care Model™ program: a strengths-based, trauma-informed paradigm that places youth 

at the forefront of their own personal growth, healing and recovery. It is this approach—offering at-risk youth a 

normalized, academic and therapeutic environment—that has allowed us to fulfill our mission of improving the 

lives of youth, families and communities.



Silver Oak Academy promotes growth,

   academic excellence, and positive change.

Trauma-Informed Environment

Silver Oak fosters a trauma-informed environment, which 

enables youth to focus on their education and program ser-

vices, while addressing and learning to cope with past trau-

matic experiences through individualized treatment. All staff 

members are trained in the Think Trauma curriculum and are 

made aware of youth trauma histories through utilization of 

Student Profile Sheets, which provide information including 

the youth’s triggers and coping skills.  

Clinical Programming 

Clinical staff utilize assessment tools, clinical interviews, and 

collateral data to determine areas of risk and need, which are 

used to develop each youth’s Individualized Treatment Plan. 

Assigned Case Managers encourage and monitor youth prog-

ress in achieving their treatment goals, and work with plac-

ing agency staff to review progress and make adjustments 

as necessary. Therapeutic interventions include: Aggression 

Replacement Training, Thinking for a Change, Restorative 

Solutions, Cognitive Behavioral Interventions for Substance 

Abuse, and Positive Skill Development groups.

Education and Vocational Training

Silver Oak Academy is a Cognia accredited high school, 

which is approved by the Maryland State Department of 

Education as a Special Education program with services for 

students with emotional disabilities, learning disabilities, and 

other health impairments. CTE classes are provided at the on-

site Workforce Development Center, and include: Automo-

tive Technology, Barbering, Computer Technology, Culinary 

Arts, Building Trades, Certified Nursing/ Geriatric Assistant, 

CNC Metal Fabrication, Information Technology, Pharmacy 

Technology and ROTC. 

Family Connection and Community Engagement

Family and community involvement promote pro-social 

skills and civic responsibility. Silver Oak welcomes family and 

community engagement through family therapy, meaning-

ful philanthropic service projects, spiritual celebrations, and 

graduation ceremonies. Through innovative programming, 

our youth feel pride and belonging in their home communi-

ties and return as stewards of a brighter future.



Silver Oak Academy
999 Crouse Mill Road  |  Keymar, Maryland 21757

Phone (410) 775-1745  |  Fax (410) 775-0242

www.silveroakacademy.com

Please contact Ron Westphal for admissions:

ron.westphal@rop.com  |  (757) 968-0566


